
 

 

WESTERN AREA REVIEW 

TERMS of REFERENCE (TOR) for Pupil Accommodation Review 
(PAR) 

The Ministry of Education has given the following overview with regard to 
Accommodation Reviews under the new Guidelines: 

Accommodation options are prepared and reviewed to support the goal of improving 
student achievement through the provision of strong educational programming in safe, 
healthy, secure and accessible learning environments.  Options, where possible, should 
provide long-term accommodation stability to students and the larger community, make 
effective use of District facilities, resources and improve student access to viable 
programming and appropriate instructional spaces. 

In concurrence with the Province’s direction, The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 
has approved the following Guiding Principles to govern accommodation reviews: 

Accommodation reviews shall strive: 

A. To improve student learning and well-being by providing educational 
opportunities that meet the individual needs of all learners; 

B. To improve student learning and well-being by providing more equity of access to 
programs; 

C. To improve student learning and well-being using the community school as the 
model for school accommodation planning; 

D. To improve student learning and well-being by providing a better balance of 
programs and opportunities within a geographic area; 

E. To engage all members of the community in dialogue about accommodation 
planning in order to inform decision making and improve student  learning and 
well-being; 

F. To optimize the use of resources and develop sustainable solutions for 
accommodation in support of student learning and well-being; 

G. To make informed decisions about student learning and well-being using 
research, District policies, program reviews and studies as a resource. 

Section 1 – Study Mandate  

The role of the Advisory Committee is to act as a conduit for information sharing 
between the District, the study schools and the broader community.  It shall provide 
advice on the Board approved initial staff report.  (OCDSB Policy P.118.PLG:  Pupil 
Accommodation Reviews). 
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The overall goal of the Western Area Review is to improve student learning for all 
students within the study area by aligning the schools with the tenets of OCDSB 
approved program delivery frameworks, reviews and studies. 

In the Western area there is a considerable surplus of pupil places overall, with facilities 
and programs operating with extreme variations in capacities and utilization factors 
(from a low of 38% to a high of 155% /2015 Status Quo). To address the excess pupil 
space issue and to align programs and enrolment feeding patterns, the proposals for 
change include school consolidation, closures and program relocations. 

The goal of this pupil accommodation review is to move closer to offering optimum 
student learning environments and opportunities, while ensuring equity of access within 
sustainable resources. This goal includes coming closer to the objective of having one 
and a half classes per grade per program at an elementary school and to offer all 
pathways and depth of programming at secondary schools.   

The study will direct that the OCDSB establish an International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Program within the west end of the District identified as a result of a Secondary School 
Program Review. As the IB certification process may take two years to complete, the 
establishment of the program location is to be determined through this review.  

The review will reduce transition points between schools and programs where possible 
and practical to do so.  The review will consider optimal school configuration models 
when doing so; realising that achieving alignment may be a multi-step process. 

Student access to programs and pathways shall be increased.  This typically means 
that a greater mass of students may be served in a school to ensure a depth of 
programming and optimal flexibility in program delivery. 

All secondary schools shall offer immersion programming. 

There shall be wider access to Specialist High Skills Major programs. 

Consideration shall be given to optimal geographic distribution of programs and that 
these programs are located in appropriate facilities. 
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Section 2 – Study Scope 

This WESTERN AREA Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR) will include the following 
schools: 

List of schools included in this study:  (26 Schools in total/ 4 secondary and 22 
elementary). 

 

Bell High School Family of Schools 
 
Bayshore Public School 
Bell High School 
Bells Corners Public School 
D. Aubrey Moodie Intermediate School 
Lakeview Public School 
 
Sir Robert Borden High School 
Family of Schools 
 
Briargreen Public School 
Churchill Alternative School 
Grant Alternative School 
Greenbank Middle School 
Knoxdale Public School 
Leslie Park Public School 
Manordale Public School 
Sir Robert Borden High School 
 

Merivale High Schools Family of 
Schools 
 
Carleton Heights Public School 
Century Public School 
Meadowlands Public School 
Merivale High School 
Sir Winston Churchill Public School 
 
Woodroffe High School Family of 
Schools 
 
Agincourt Road Public School 
D. Roy Kennedy Public School 
J.H. Putman School 
Pinecrest Public School 
Regina Street Public School 
Severn Avenue Public School 
Woodroffe Avenue Public School 
Woodroffe High School 

 
**  While not technically in any one family of schools; Churchill Alternative 

School has been placed within the SRB family for review purposes 

Section 3 – Advisory Review Committee Procedures - Working Meetings 

For the purposes of the West Accommodation review, it has been determined that the 
Advisory Committee shall be comprised of a member representative from each school 
involved in the study. 

In order to prepare for the required PAR public meetings to be held by the District, the 
Advisory Committee is expected to participate in working meetings which will be 
conducted in an open, transparent and professional manner.   

Recognizing the value of the Advisory Committee’s contribution to the PAR process, 
members must be prepared to make a commitment to attend all of working meetings 
and public meetings. 
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Working Committee Schedule: 

1) Formation of/Initial Advisory Committee Meeting -  20 October 2016 

2) Advisory Committee Meeting #1 -  9 November 2016 

3) Advisory Committee Meeting #2 -  6 December 2016 

*See Timeline for complete study schedule  

At the first working meeting of the Advisory Committee, it is expected that a CHAIR (or 
Co-Chairs) be appointed from amongst the working group membership.  The Chair is 
responsible for: 

 overseeing the activities of the project relative to the role of the Advisory Committee; 
and 

 requesting support, resources and information relevant to the Advisory Committee’s 
mandate from District staff in accordance with the  meeting review schedule. 

In the event that an Advisory Committee member is unable to commit to attending all or 
the majority of meetings, the Chair of the Advisory Committee has the authority to 
address the attendance issue and recommend a solution. 

The Advisory Committee role is advisory to the District.  It is to act as a conduit for 
information sharing between the District and the school communities.  The Advisory 
Committee shall provide feedback on the initial staff report option(s). It may also provide 
other option(s) and provide its own supporting rationale for any included option(s).  
Members do not need to have a unanimous opinion regarding the information provided 
to the Board; the advice that is provided by the Advisory Committee will be reflected in 
the final report that accompanies the final review recommendations. The review will be 
in accordance with the reference criteria outlined in Section 4 of this document and 
those included in the PAR mandate. 

The Advisory Committee will endeavour to ensure that a wide range of school and 
community groups who would be affected by an accommodation change, are consulted 
to seek input and community feedback on the initial staff report option(s).  These groups 
may include the school(s) councils, parents/guardians, students, teachers, the local 
community and any other interested parties. 

It is not the role of the Advisory Committee to approve the School Information Profile 
(SIP) however, the group may request clarification about information provided in the 
SIP. 

An Agenda will be issued by email to Advisory Committee members in advance of an 
upcoming working meeting. Additional reference material may be requested by the 
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Advisory Committee, provided that the information is relevant to the study mandate and 
be for clarification of the present staff option and be made available, where possible. 

Agendas, working materials and overview summary of Advisory Committee proceedings 
will be posted to the District’s website. 

Section 4 – Advisory Committee Review Criteria 

The Advisory Committee is to examine the school or group of schools under review 
from the perspective of the mandate while following criteria as it relates to the existing 
situation – both physical and pedagogical in order to better understand the rationale for 
the PAR and to offer advice regarding the solutions proposed in the initial staff report. 

With every accommodation review, guiding questions should include: 

- Will the decisions result in more equitable access for students to programs and 
opportunities of their choice? 

- Will the decisions reflect the commitment of bringing a sense of community to 
learners? 

- Will the decisions provide a better balance of programs and opportunities within a 
geographic area? 

- Will the decisions optimize the use of resources in support of students? 

- Will the decision improve learning and well-being outcomes when consideration 
is specifically given to socioeconomic status, gender, First Nation Métis and Inuit 
students, English Language Learners, and students with special needs? 

Additional consideration should include: 

- Do the decisions align (or move closer to alignment) with the Secondary School 
Framework?  

- Do the decisions align (or move closer to alignment with the draft Elementary 
School Framework? 

- Are families of schools maintained or created, wherever possible? 

- Will stability be maintained and do solutions optimize outcomes, wherever 
possible? 

- Will logical, sustainable school boundaries (that attempt to encompass defined 
attendance communities/or groups of) and travel patterns be evident? 

- Can a solution be achieved without requiring additional funding, when possible? 

- Can a solution or model be effectively implemented? 
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- Can a solution be achieved without closing a facility? 
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